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1. EUROPE & EUROPE VS. USA

Europe

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	Evangelicals, Charismatics and Pentecostals in Europe
	8 %
	This is nearly double the rate of 1970
	2000

World Christian Encyclopedia


	Europeans who say “religion is very important”
	21 %
	France: 10 %
	European Values Study
 

	Europeans who say they believe in a God, a spirit, or a life force.
	74 %
	
	European Values Study


	Europeans who believe in a personal God.
	41 %
	
	European Values Study


	Europeans who believe in heaven
	40 %
	
	European Values Study


	Europeans who believe in hell
	20 %
	
	European Values Study


	Europeans who believe in the existence of sin
	57 %

(Spain)

55 %

(Germany)

40 % 

(France)

30 %

(Sweden)
	
	European Values Study


	“Post-Christian Europe has unsurprisingly sunken progressively deeper into moral relativism (…) The EVS [European Values Study] also shows that a more radical view--that good and evil depend entirely on cultural and historical circumstances--is ever more widespread across the continent, with only Poland and Malta resisting the trend. (…) This holds particularly true of sexual and bioethical concerns. Only when it comes to tax evasion and bribery do Europeans retain a relatively straightforward, ‘old-fashioned’ sense of right and wrong.”
	
	
	2004

Brian Anderson, American author


	“’God is back among intellectuals,’ says Aleksander Smolar, a leading European thinker who heads the Stefan Batory Foundation in Warsaw and teaches at the Sorbonne in Paris. ‘You can feel there is a problem of soul in Europe; people are conscious of a void and there is a certain crisis of secularism.’"
	
	
	2005

USA Today


	"The need for meaning affects the secularized and de-ideologized West most of all," wrote Frédéric Lenoir, the editor of the new magazine [Le Monde bimonthly “World of Religion”], in his first editorial. "Ultramodern individuals mistrust religious institutions ... and they no longer believe in the radiant tomorrow promised by science and politics; they are still confronted, though, by the big questions about origins, suffering, and death."
	
	
	2005

USA Today


	“Youth workers in Britain are finding ‘consistent evidence ... that a secular generation is being replaced by a generation much more interested in spiritual issues,’ says Stuart Murray-Williams, a theologian at Oxford University who recently published a book entitled ‘After Christendom.’

A wide array of religious groups has sprung up across Europe to meet that generation's needs, most notably Buddhist communities.

‘I've noticed a steady increase in interest,’ says Suvannavira, a Russian-born, British-educated monk who runs the Western Buddhist Order's Paris outpost in a cramped storefront meditation center. ‘Our order has doubled in size since 1990.’”
	
	
	2005

USA Today


	"I fear that the construction of Europe is sinking into absolute materialism," he worries. "Things aren't going well for society, so society is little by little going to start asking itself what life is for, what death is, and what happens afterwards."
	
	
	2005

USA Today



Europe vs. USA

	
	USA
	Europe
	Year of survey and source

	People who say “God plays an important role in my life”
	60 %
	20 %
	2007

Economist


	People who go to church every week
	40 %
	15 %

(Great Britain)

< 20 %

(Spain, Italy, Ireland)

5 %

(France)


	2007

Economist

2007

Economist

European Values Study


	“One of the most significant sources of tension and lack of mutual understanding between America and Europe, however, is religion--or better, America's religiosity and Europe's lack of it.”

	
	
	2004

Brian Anderson, American author


	“Two events last year [2004] neatly frame the challenge: In the United States, a California man tried to remove "One Nation, Under God" from the Pledge of Allegiance. Americans cried foul — roughly 90% wanted to keep the phrase — and on June 15, the Supreme Court halted the bid on procedural grounds.

Three days later, in Brussels, officials agreed on the final text of the European Union's new Constitution. The charter made no mention of God, despite calls that it recognize Europe's Christian roots.”
	
	
	2005

USA Today


	“The prominent role that religion continues to play in American public life, meanwhile, has undermined the widespread European view that modern societies inevitably grow more secular, and that religion is an attribute of underdevelopment.”
	
	
	2005

USA Today


	“In Europe, the Enlightenment was seen as freedom from religion ... getting away from dogma, whereas in the [US] it meant freedom to believe."
	
	
	2005

Grace Davie, expert on religion at Exeter University in England


	Viewed from this side of the Atlantic, "the combination of religion and nationalism in America is frightening. We feel betrayed by God and by nationalism, which is why we are building the European Union as a barrier to religious warfare."
	
	
	2005

Dominique Moisi,

French political analyst


2. EUROPEAN COUNTRIES ALPHABETICALLY

France

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	“Pentecostalism is France's fastest-growing religion.”
	
	
	2007

Economist


	People who say “religion is very important”
	10%
	
	European Values Study


	People who go to church every week
	5%
	
	European Values Study


	ISLAM IN FRANCE

Muslim population in France

Major issues: “The Muslim population tends to be poorer and less educated than the rest of the population and is concentrated in deprived suburbs of major cities. Destructive riots in Muslim-majority areas in the autumn of 2005 made headlines around the world. A polarizing debate also has raged over whether Muslim girls who choose to wear a headscarf may do so in public schools. The practice was outlawed by a French law in 2004.”
	6-10%
	
	2008

MSNBC

2008

MSNBC


	"Politicians should not talk only about the economy, about social affairs, about the environment or security. We should also tackle spiritual questions," he said in a series of interviews published last November as a book, which has already sold 65,000 copies. "Religion's place in France at the beginning of the third millennium is central."

Suggesting that the state should subsidize churches and mosques — a radical break from the country's 100-year-old secular tradition — Mr. Sarkozy insists that he will "continue to argue for a new relationship between religions and the public authorities."
	
	
	Nicolas Sarkozy (French President) 



Germany

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	
	
	
	

	ISLAM IN GERMANY

Muslim population in Germany

Major issues: “In Germany, integration, not religion, is the main issue facing Muslims. High unemployment is rampant among second and third generation migrants, leading to feelings of alienation and disenfranchisement from German society. Islam is not officially recognized by the government and is therefore not eligible for state funds.”  
	3.9 %
	
	2008

MSNBC

2008

MSNBC



Great Britain

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	People who say they believe in God
	44 %
	
	2004

Economist


	People who say they don’t believe in God
	35 %
	
	2004

Economist


	People aged 18-34 who say they don’t believe in God
	45 %
	
	2004

Economist


	People who go to church every week
	15 %
	
	2007

Economist


	ISLAM IN GREAT BRITAIN

Muslim population in Great Britain

Major issues: “Many British Muslims have complained they face ‘Islamophobia’, a general social discrimination against, and fear of, Muslims. Muslims are also among the poorest and least- educated minorities in Britain. Concerns about social and legal discrimination increased after the Sep. 11, 2001, attacks and again after the July 11, 2005 London bombings.”
	2-4%
	
	2008

MSNBC

2008

MSNBC



Greece

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	
	
	
	

	ISLAM IN GREECE

Muslim population in Greece

Major issues: “There is widespread opposition from the Greek Orthodox Church to the building of a planned Islamic cultural center in Athens.”
	1%
	
	2008

MSNBC

2008

MSNBC



Italy

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	
	
	
	

	ISLAM IN ITALY

Muslim population in Italy

Major issues: “While discrimination against foreigners has always been present to some extent, prejudice against Muslims particularly grew after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in the United States, and again after Madrid and London bombings. Fearing an attack in Italy, the banning of mosques, burkhas, and non-Christian immigrants have all been suggested. While none have become law, they have contributed to an atmosphere in which Muslims feel marginalized.”
	2%
	
	2008

MSNBC

2008

MSNBC


	
	
	
	


Netherlands

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	
	
	
	

	ISLAM IN THE NETHERLANDS

Muslim population in Holland

Major issues: “With a relatively liberal immigration policy, large numbers of Muslims have immigrated to large Dutch cities – making up nearly 50 percent of the population in Rotterdam and the Hague. However, integration in the Netherlands has generally been poor and tensions between the Dutch and Muslim community run high.”
	6 %
	
	2008

MSNBC

2008

MSNBC



Norway

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	
	
	
	

	ISLAM IN NORWAY

Muslim population in Norway

Major issues: “Originally believing that the guest workers would return to their native countries, mostly Lutheran Norway did not work to integrate immigrants, leading many Muslims to live in “immigrant ghettoes” and feel discriminated against. However, the government is now pushing dialogue and integration.”
	1.8%
	
	2008

MSNBC

2008

MSNBC



Spain

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	
	
	
	

	ISLAM IN SPAIN

Muslim population in Spain

Major issues: “Following the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in the United States and the March 11, 2004, attacks in Madrid, there were isolated instances of violence toward Muslims. Meantime, debates have arisen over the mosque in Granada that opened in 2003, the use of Cordoba’s Mequita-Cathedral as a mosque, and the celebration of La Toma, the capture, which commemorates the Spanish defeat of the Moors [Muslim nomads from North Africa].”
	2%
	
	2008

MSNBC

2008

MSNBC



Sweden

	
	comments
	Year of survey and source

	
	
	
	

	ISLAM IN SWEDEN

Muslim population in Sweden

Major issues: “Muslims have said they are often the victims of general societal discrimination. In general, Sweden stresses a multicultural model and is tolerant toward most ethnicities. Immigration and naturalization laws are considered faster and less bureaucratic than many other European countries.”
	3%
	
	2008

MSNBC

2008

MSNBC
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